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Wisconsin Mid-Term Election Update ...

Trifecta!

* Republicans sweep Governor’s office and both houses of the Legislature.

* Governor-Elect Walker already in Madison for state budget briefings.

* [ncoming Republican Assembly and Senate Caucuses to meet in Madison
this week to organize and elect new leadership.

* Legislative committee structure, committee chairs and executive cabinet
picks will follow over upcoming weeks.

* Preliminary “2011-13 Legislators by Technical College District” document
follows below with new members-elect highlighted.

* [Impact on technical colleges could be significant.

* Madison College District voters solidly approve landmark $134 million
referendum!

From All “D” to All “R”

Republicans scored a three-goal “hat trick” across the Governor’s office and both houses of
the State Legislature Tuesday. Republican Governor-Elect Scott Walker is already in
Madison today for briefings and updates with state budget officials. Over the coming weeks,
the Governor-Elect will begin announcing cabinet picks including new secretaries of
Workforce Development, Commerce, and the Department of Administration, among others.

The Governor will also make a wide range of board and other appointments following
inauguration on January 3, 2011. These include appointments to boards such as the
Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS) Board and the UW Board of Regents. These
appointments will occur over time as current individual seats and terms come up for
reappointment.



State Legislature Sees Fundamental Change

While a few races are subject to potential recounts, and all races still need to be certified,
here’s what we know about the new State Legislature as of November 3™

State Assembly

The State Assembly appears to have a new 60-38-1 split, with 60 Republicans, 38 Democrats
and 1 Independent. This represents a switch in control from Democrats, who close out the
2008-10 legislature having held a 52-46-1 majority. The Republican majority is scheduled to
meet on November 4" to select leaders and begin organizing. Jeff Fitzgerald, R-Horicon, is
the inside favorite to become the new Assembly Speaker. The Speaker and his/her caucus
leaders will then begin to select committee chairs and committee members in the weeks
following initial organizational meetings.

The massive shift in power comes largely on the heels of Republican challengers unseating
10 incumbent Democrats. Among those defeated were the former Assembly Speaker, Mike
Sheridan, D-Janesville, the former Chair of Assembly Colleges and Universities, Kim
Hixson, D-Whitewater, and the longest serving member of the Assembly (first elected in
1970), Marlin Schneider, D-Wisconsin Rapids.

Recounts may be in store for at least 3 races, each of which has a Democratic incumbent
narrowly unelected based on initial vote counts as of today: Jeff Smith, D-Eau Claire (lost
by 71 votes), Kristen Dexter, D-Eau Claire (by 87 votes), and Terry Van Akkeren, D-
Sheboygan (by 151 votes).

State Senate

The State Senate also shifted from Democratic to Republican control. The new Senate
appears to have a 19-14 Republican majority. This follows a 2008-10 Democratic majority
of 18-15. Once again, the major shift was due to an unprecedented defeat of 4 incumbent
Democrats. The Democrats losing to Republican challengers were: Russ Decker, D-Weston,
the former Senate Majority Leader, John Lehman, D-Racine, the former chair of the Senate
Education Committee, Pat Kreitlow, D-Eau Claire, and Tim Sullivan, D-Wauwatosa.

Most observers see Senator Scott Fitzgerald, R-Juneau, ascending from minority to majority
leader. Should both Jeff and Scott Fitzgerald be selected, it would mark the first time
siblings controlled the two respective legislative majorities.

For a look at all state legislative seats as of November 3", see the attached “2011-13
Legislators by Technical College District” below in this document.



The Majority Matters

In addition to establishing committees, appointing committee chairs and dominating
committee membership, the majority party in each house is effectively able to control how
bills are worded, which bills receive hearings, and, ultimately, which measures move to the
full body for a vote. A body with a large majority is typically able to move bills more
smoothly because one or more members can vote against a measure sponsored by their party
without risking its failure to pass. This is clearly the case with the new Assembly at 60-38-1
(50 votes being needed to pass a measure), and is at least somewhat the case with the much
smaller Senate at 19-14 (17 votes being needed to pass).

Perhaps most significantly, the powerful budget-writing Joint Finance Committee will
change dramatically for the upcoming state budget bill process. The JFC is comprised of 16
members with 8 from each house. The majority party fills 6 seats and names its house’s co-
chair to share committee leadership. The minority party receives 2 seats in each house.

This means that the 2008-10 outgoing JFC (12 Democrats and 4 Republicans co-chaired by 2
Democrats) will be replaced by a JFC for 2011-13 with 12 Republicans and 4 Democrats.
The Assembly and Senate majority will select 6 Republican members including a co-chair
from each body. The minority leadership will select 2 Democrats from each house.

The JFC will receive an executive budget bill from Governor Walker sometime in February.
The JFC then re-writes the budget as a group before it goes to each house for consideration
and passage. The budget bill establishes state appropriations for the two-year biennium
beginning July 1, 2011. Unlike many states and the federal government, the Wisconsin
budget bill also affects substantive law. In other words, the budget bill also starts, stops and
modifies state programs and state agency operations.

Impact on Technical Colleges

The Governor-Elect’s and the new Legislature’s priorities will become clearer as we move
toward inauguration on January 3. Governor-Elect Walker has already stated his intention
to call a special session of the Legislature for a “Job Creation” session prior to consideration
of the new budget. Watch for details soon. In terms of other major initiatives affecting
technical colleges, there are only a few that are highly probable at this time based on the
campaign platform of then-candidate Walker.

During the campaign, the Governor-Elect regularly discussed requiring public employees in
the Wisconsin Retirement System (WRS) to fund the “employee share” of pension
contributions. Technical college districts, like almost all Wisconsin public employers, have
traditionally made the full employee (as well as employer’s) pension contribution. Requiring
employees to pay their own entire employee share would effectively reduce employer



payments by some 7.2% of covered payroll and would have the effect of indirectly reducing
employee wages by the same 7.2%. The Governor-Elect will undoubtedly also look at other
public employee benefits. As a candidate, the Governor-Elect discussed moving all public
employees to the state employee health insurance plan. While this would benefit some local
governments, a number of technical college districts have current plans that are already
cheaper than the state plan.

Finally, the Governor-Elect will be drafting a state budget bill that almost all inside observers
believe will more directly address the state’s structural deficit, estimated at $2.7 to $3 billion
over the biennium. With a state that has much of its budget commitments tied to large and
ongoing budget items (K-12, the state’s share of Medicare, Corrections, etc.), other more
discretionary spending is a relatively small portion of the budget. Nevertheless, this smaller
slice includes state general and categorical aid to technical colleges, operation of the WTCS
as a state agency, much of UW-System funding, and state-based financial aid through the
Higher Education Aids Board (HEAB).

Whether in the biennium budget or introduced as stand-alone bills, there are only a few
indicators of other initiatives to come. One Assembly member has already announced the
intention to shape collective bargaining by prohibiting public labor contracts from naming
specific insurance carriers. This appears aimed at the WEA Trust, the health insurance
company affiliated with WEAC. Other bargaining and benefits-related initiatives are almost
certain to follow.

In terms of predicting much more, it’s always easier and safer to predict the past than the
future. Without knowing what will come for certain, past bills introduced over recent
sessions by then-minority Republicans may give some indication of what’s to come. These
include the possibility of changing district board governance by requiring elected boards.
They also include a wide range of possible levy controls fashioned as levy “freeze” or
revenue limit.

Following his election as Governor in 2002, Jim Doyle was presented and vetoed new local
property tax limits on technical colleges on three occasions. On a larger constitutional scale,
the Legislature also attempted to move a “TABOR?” initiative ahead that would require in the
State Constitution that any increase in taxes — including by a technical college district - be
put to voters. This plan collapsed as political fortunes changed. Amending the Constitution
does not involve the Governor directly but does require an identical initiative pass two
successive Legislatures (e.g., in 2011-12 and in 2013-14) before sending the amendment to
the populace for a vote. TABOR redux? Time will tell.

2010 State Elections in Perspective

The world of politics and governing changed in Wisconsin as profoundly as anywhere across
the United States on November 2™. Voters spoke for significant change and significant



change there will be. Of course, politics and governing are always the art of the possible,
regardless of party control. The realities of the economy - and many, many other factors -
affect and complicate what is possible as much as they will drive with momentum what will
happen in Madison for the new budget bill and session. Nevertheless, we have never seen
political change of this magnitude, at least in modern times. The last time Wisconsin saw a
state-level “trifecta” was 1938. A new Governor means entirely new leadership of state
agencies and new leaders on state-level boards over time.

No matter who each reader of this report voted for, and whether you cried tears of joy or pain
as yesterday’s votes were tallied, there is another profound change afoot distinct from the
Democratic-to-Republican earthquake. Fully 24% of the State Senate is brand new (8 of 33
members) and an extraordinary 29% of the State Assembly (29 of 99 members) are newly
elected. This will not only be a Republican session, it will also be a session with an
historically large freshman class.

Madison College Voters Say “YES!”

In a major vote of support, MATC Madison District voters dramatically approved an historic
$134 million referendum on November 2™, This is the largest referendum measure in
technical college history and is among the largest, if not the single largest, in state history
across all of local government. The referendum will allow Madison College, among other
projects, to build a new health sciences building, to remodel, expand and upgrade the main
Madison Truax Campus, and to provide significant upgrades and expanded capacity at each
district campus, including the major new Madison West Campus. The preliminary vote
totals reflect a stunning 59-41% vote in favor. The vote total reported this morning is:
153,481 “yes” to 104,937 “no.”

This achievement reflects enormous effort by the college and its leadership. It also reflects a
public willing to invest in technical colleges during economically challenging times
characterized by widely anti-tax and anti-public spending voter sentiment. We are proud of
and congratulate Madison College on this historic vote!

A preliminary 2011-2013 Legislators by Technical College District document follows
beginning on the next page.

Election results and data in this report are based on the best available information as of the
morning of November 3, 2010. Any analysis or opinion expressed in this document is
exclusively by the author, Paul Gabriel.



2011 - 2013
State Legislators by Technical College District

Wisconsin Technical College District Boards Association

As of November 3, 2010
Subject to recounts and certification of ballot results
Newly elected members in bold text

Numbers at left are Senate and Assembly Districts
“Additional” members overlap only slightly into the college district

Blackhawk Technical College

Senators
15 Tim Cullen, D-Janesville (Open, vacated by Judy Robson, D-Beloit)
27 Jon Erpenbach, D-Waunakee

Representatives

43 Evan Wynn, R-Whitewater (Defeated Kim Hixson, D-Whitewater)

44 Joe Knilans, R-Janesville (Defeated Mike Sheridan, D-Janesville)

45 Amy Loudenbeck, R-Clinton (Open, vacated by Chuck Benedict, D-Beloit)
80 Janis Ringhand, D-Evansville (Open, vacated by Brett Davis, R-Oregon)

Chippewa Valley Technical College

Senators

10 Sheila Harsdorf, R-River Falls

23 Terry Moulton, R-Chippewa Falls (Defeated Pat Kreitlow, D-Chippewa Falls)
31 Kathleen Vinehout, D-Alma

Representatives

29 John Murtha, R-Baldwin

30 Dean Knudson, R-Hudson (Open, vacated by Kitty Rhoades, R-Hudson)
67 Tom Larson, R-Colfax (Open, vacated by Jeff Wood, Ind-Chippewa Falls)
68 Kathy Bernier, R-Chippewa Falls (Defeated Kristen Dexter, D-Eau Claire)
69 Scott Suder, R-Abbotsford

91 Chris Danou, D-Trempealeau

93 Warren Petryk, R-Eleva (Defeated Jeff Smith, D-Eau Claire)

Additional Representatives
92 Mark Radcliffe, D-Black River Falls




Fox Valley Technical College

Senators

1 Frank Lasee, R-DePere (Open, vacated by Alan Lasee, R-DePere)

2 Robert Cowles, R-Green Bay

14 Luther Olsen, R-Ripon

18 Randy Hopper, R-Fond du Lac

19 Michael Ellis, R-Neenah

Representatives

3 Alvin Ott, R-Forest Junction

5 Jim Steineke, R-Kaukauna (Open, vacated by Tom Nelson, D-Kaukauna)
6 Gary Tauchen, R-Bonduel

40 Kevin Petersen, R-Waupaca

41 Joan Ballweg, R-Markesan

53 Richard Spanbauer, R-Oshkosh

54 Gordon Hintz, D-Oshkosh

55 Dean Kaufert, R-Neenah

56 Michelle Litjens, R-Oshkosh (Open, vacated by Roger Roth, Jr., R-Appleton)
57 Penny Bernard Schaber, D-Appleton

Gateway Technical College

Senators

11 Neal Kedzie, R-Elkhorn

21 Van Wanggaard, R-Racine (Defeated John Lehman, D-Racine)
22 Robert Wirch, D-Pleasant Prairie

28 Mary Lazich, R-New Berlin

Additional Senator

15 Tim Cullen, D-Janesville (Open, vacated by Judy Robson, D-Beloit)
Representatives

31 Stephen Nass, R-Whitewater

32 Tyler August, R-Walworth (Open, vacated by Thomas Lothian, R-Williams Bay)
61 Robert Turner, D-Racine

62 Cory Mason, D-Racine

63 Robin Vos, R-Burlington

64 Peter Barca, D-Kenosha

65 John Steinbrink, D-Pleasant Prairie

66 Samantha Kerkman, R-Powers Lake

83 Scott Gunderson, R-Waterford

Additional Representatives

43

Evan Wynn, R-Whitewater (Defeated Kim Hixson, D-Whitewater)



Lakeshore Technical College

Senators
9 Joseph Leibham, R-Sheboygan
20 Glenn Grothman, R-West Bend

Additional Senator
1 Frank Lasee, R-DePere (Open, vacated by Alan Lasee, R-DePere)

Representatives

25 Robert Ziegelbauer, Ind-Manitowoc (Had been a Democrat; elected as an Independent)
26 Mike Endsley, R-Sheboygan (Defeated Terry Van Akkeren, D-Sheboygan)

27 Steve Kestell, R-Elkhart Lake

59 Daniel LeMahieu, R-Cascade

Additional Representatives
2 Andre Jacque, R-Green Bay (Defeated Ted Zigmunt, D-Francis Creek)

Madison Area Technical College

Senators

13 Scott Fitzgerald, R-Juneau

14 Luther Olsen, R-Ripon

16 Mark Miller, D-Monona

17 Dale Schultz, R-Richland Center
26 Fred Risser, D-Madison

27 Jon Erpenbach, D-Waunakee

Additional Senator
11 Neal Kedzie, R-Elkhorn

Representatives

37 Andy Jorgensen, D-Fort Atkinson

42 Fred Clark, D-Baraboo

46 Gary Hebl, D-Sun Prairie

47 Keith Ripp, R-Lodi

48 Joe Parisi, D-Madison

50 Ed Brooks, R-Reedsburg

51 Howard Marklein, R-Spring Green (Open, vacated by Steve Hilgenberg, D-
Dodgeville)

76 Terese Berceau, D-Madison

77 Brett Hulsey, D-Madison (Open, vacated by Spencer Black, D-Madison)

78 Mark Pocan, D-Madison

79 Sondy Pope-Roberts, D-Middleton

80 Janis Ringhand, D-Evansville (Open, vacated by Brett Davis, R-Oregon)

81 Kelda Helen Roys, D-Madison




Additional Representatives

31 Stephen Nass, R-Whitewater

38 Joel Kleefisch, R-Oconomowoc
41 Joan Ballweg, R-Markesan

Mid-State Technical College

Senators
24 Julie Lassa, D-Stevens Point

Additional Senators

17 Dale Schultz, R-Richland Center

23 Terry Moulton, R-Chippewa Falls (Defeated Pat Kreitlow, D-Chippewa Falls)
31 Kathleen Vinehout, D-Alma

Representatives

70 Amy Vruwink, D-Milladore

71 Louis Molepske, Jr., D-Stevens Point

72 Scott Krug, R-Wisconsin Rapids (Defeated Marlin Schneider, D-Wisconsin Rapids)

Additional Representatives

50 Ed Brooks, R-Reedsburg

69 Scott Suder, R-Abbotsford

92 Mark Radcliffe, D-Black River Falls

Milwaukee Area Technical College

Senators
Timothy Carpenter, D-Milwaukee
Lena Taylor, D-Milwaukee
Leah Vukmir, R-Wauwatosa (Defeated Jim Sullivan, D-Wauwatosa)
Spencer Coggs, D-Milwaukee
Chris Larson, D-Milwaukee (Open, vacated by Jeff Plale, D-South Milwaukee)
Alberta Darling, R-River Hills
0 Glenn Grothman, R-West Bend
8 Mary Lazich, R-New Berlin
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Representatives

7 Margaret Krusick, D-Milwaukee

8 JoCasta Zamarripa, D-Milwaukee (Open, vacated by Pedro Colon, D-Milwaukee)
9 Josh Zepnick, D-Milwaukee

10 Elizabeth Coggs, D-Milwaukee (Open, vacated by Annette Williams, D-Milwaukee)
11 Jason Fields, D-Milwaukee




12 Fred Kessler, D-Milwaukee

13 David Cullen, D-Milwaukee

14 Dale Kooyenga, R-Brookfield (Open, vacated by Leah Vukmir, R-Wauwatosa)
15 Tony Staskunas, D-West Allis

16 Leon Young, D-Milwaukee

17 Barbara Toles, D-Milwaukee

18 Tamara Grigsby, D-Milwaukee

19 Jon Richards, D-Milwaukee

20 Christine Sinicki, D-Milwaukee

21 Mark Honadel, R-South Milwaukee
22 Sandy Pasch, D-Whitefish Bay

23 Jim Ott, R-Mequon

24 Dan Knodl, R-Germantown

60 Mark Gottlieb, R-Port Washington
82 Jeff Stone, R-Greendale

Additional Representative
84 Mike Kuglitsch, R-New Berlin (Open, vacated by Mark Gundrum, R-New Berlin)

Moraine Park Technical College

Senators

13 Scott Fitzgerald, R-Juneau

14 Luther Olsen, R-Ripon

18 Randy Hopper, R-Fond du Lac
20 Glenn Grothman, R-West Bend

Representatives

39 Jeff Fitzgerald, R-Horicon

41 Joan Ballweg, R-Markesan

52 Jeremy Thiesfeldt, R-Fond du Lac (Open, vacated by John Townsend, R-Fond du Lac)
53 Richard Spanbauer, R-Oshkosh

58 Pat Strachota, R-West Bend

59 Daniel LeMahieu, R-Cascade

Nicolet Area Technical College

Senators
12 Jim Holperin, D-Conover

Additional Senator
25 Robert Jauch, D-Poplar
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Representatives

34 Dan Meyer, R-Eagle River

35 Tom Tiffany, R-Hazelhurst (Open, vacated by Donald Friske, R-Merrill)
36 Jeffrey Mursau, R-Crivitz

Additional Representative
74 Janet Bewley, D-Ashland (Open, vacated by Gary Sherman, D-Port Wing)

Northcentral Technical College

Senators

12 Jim Holperin, D-Conover

23 Terry Moulton, R-Chippewa Falls (Defeated Pat Kreitlow, D-Chippewa Falls)
29 Pam Galloway, R-Wausau (Defeated Russell Decker, D-Weston)

Additional Senator

2 Robert Cowles, R-Green Bay
14 Luther Olsen, R-Ripon

24 Julie Lassa, D-Stevens Point

Representatives

35 Tom Tiffany, R-Hazelhurst (Open, vacated by Donald Friske, R-Merrill)
36 Jeffrey Mursau, R-Crivitz

69 Scott Suder, R-Abbotsford

85 Donna Seidel, D-Wausau

86 Jerry Petrowski, R-Marathon

87 Mary Williams, R-Medford

Additional Representative

6 Gary Tauchen, R-Bonduel
40 Kevin Petersen, R-Waupaca
70 Amy Vruwink, D-Milldore

Northeast Wisconsin Technical College

Senators

1 Frank Lasee, R-DePere (Open, vacated by Alan Lasee, R-DePere)
2 Robert Cowles, R-Green Bay

12 Jim Holperin, D-Conover

30 Dave Hansen, D-Green Bay

Representatives
1 Garey Bies, R-Sister Bay
2 Andre Jacque, R-Green Bay (Defeated Ted Zigmunt, D-Francis Creek)
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89
90

Alvin Ott, R-Forest Junction

Chad Weininger, R-Green Bay (Open, vacated by Phil Montgomery, R-Green Bay)
Jim Steineke, R-Kaukauna, (Open, vacated by Tom Nelson, D-Kaukauna)

Gary Tauchen, R-Bonduel

Jeffrey Mursau, R-Crivitz

John Klenke, R-Green Bay (Defeated James Soletski, D-Green Bay)

John Nygren, R-Marinette

Karl Van Roy, R-Green Bay

Southwest Wisconsin Technical College

Senators

17
32

Dale Schultz, R-Richland Center
Dan Kapanke, R-La Crosse

Additional Senator

27 Jon Erpenbach, D-Waunakee

Representatives

49 Travis Tranel, R-Cuba City (Defeated Phil Garthwaite, D-Dickeyville)

50 Ed Brooks, R-Reedsburg

51 Howard Marklein, R-Spring Green (Open, vacated by Steve Hilgenberg, D-
Dodgeville)

96 Lee Nerison, R-Westby

Additional Representatives

80

Janis Ringhand, D-Evansville (Open vacated by Brett Davis, R-Oregon)

Waukesha County Technical College

Senators

5

Leah Vukmir, R-Wauwatosa (Defeated Jim Sullivan, D-Wauwatosa)

8 Alberta Darling, R-River Hills

11 Neal Kedzie, R-Elkhorn

13 Scott Fitzgerald, R-Juneau

28 Mary Lazich, R-New Berlin

33 Rich Zipperer, R-Pewaukee (Open, vacated by Theodore Kanavas, R-Brookfield)
Representatives

14 Dale Kooyenga, R-Brookfield (Open, vacated by Leah Vukmir, R-Wauwatosa)
24 Dan Knodl, R-Germantown

31 Stephen Nass, R-Whitewater

33 Chris Kapenga, R-Delafield (Open, vacated by Scott Newcomer, R-Hartland)
38 Joel Kleefisch, R-Oconomowoc
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83
84
97
98
99

Scott Gunderson, R-Waterford

Mike Kuglitsch, R-New Berlin (Open, vacated by Mark Gundrum, R-New Berlin)
Bill Kramer, R-Waukesha

Paul Farrow, R-Pewaukee (Open, vacated by Rich Zipperer, R-Pewaukee)

Don Pridemore, R-Hartford

Western Technical College

Senators

17 Dale Schultz, R-Richland Center
31 Kathleen Vinehout, D-Alma

32 Dan Kapanke, R-La Crosse
Representatives

50 Ed Brooks, R-Reedsburg

91 Chris Danou, D-Trempealeau

92 Mark Radcliffe, D-Black River Falls
94 Michael Huebsch, R-West Salem
95 Jennifer Shilling, D-La Crosse
96 Lee Nerison, R-Westby

Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College

Senators

10 Sheila Harsdorf, R-River Falls

25 Robert Jauch, D-Poplar

Additional Senators

23 Terry Moulton, R-Chippewa Falls (Defeated Pat Kreitlow, D-Chippewa Falls)
29 Pam Galloway, R-Wausau (Defeated Russell Decker, D-Weston)
Representatives

28 Erik Severson, R-Star Prairie (Defeated Ann Hraychuck, D-Balsam Lake)
29 John Murtha, R-Baldwin

30 Dean Knudson, R-Hudson (Open, vacated by Kitty Rhoades, R-Hudson)
73 Nick Milroy, D-Superior

74 Janet Bewley, D-Ashland (Open, vacated by Gary Sherman, D-Port Wing)
75 Roger Rivard, R-Rice Lake (Open, vacated by Mary Hubler, D-Rice Lake)
Additional Representatives

67 Tom Larson, R-Colfax (Open, vacated by Jeff Wood, Ind-Chippewa Falls)
87 Mary Williams, R-Medford
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